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who were not thought worthy to be carried away to Babylon. Warned by JeremiahO, he resisted for some years
the solicitations of neighbouring nations to join with them in attempting to throw off the yoke of Babylon; but
at length, in violation of his oath of fidelity, he entered into a confederacy with Pharaoh Hophra, king of Egypt,
and thus drew upon himself the war which ended in his utter ruin, and the calamitous destruction of Judah and
Jerusajem. The Jews, terrified at the approach of the Chaldeans, made a show of returning to their allegiance
to the one true God, and entered into a solemn covenant thenceforth to serve Him only, and faithfully observe
His laws. They released their servants, whom they had detained in bondage beyond the time permitted by the
laws of Moses: these, when relieved from immediate apprehension by the march of an Egyptian army to their
assistance, they reduced again to servitude; for which stupid hypocrisy the divine anger was denounced by
Jeremiah. Jerusalem was taken after a siege of a year s duration. Zedekiah, with his army, attempting to
escape beyond Jordan, was overtaken near Jericho, and carried prisoner to Riblah, where, after witnessing the
execution of his sons, he was deprived of sight and carried to Babylon, where he died, thus fulfilling the
apparently contradictory prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel, that he should behold the eyes...
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