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The Newspaper Boy is a remarkable collection of memories and personal reflections of the deep emotional
conflicts a young newspaper delivery boy, Chervis Isom, encountered while growing up in Birmingham,
Alabama, in a time of racial strife and discord in the 1950s and early 60s. A quiet and shy boy, the young Isom
was a reader, and it would be the written word he would turn to as he tried to make sense of his world. Many of
Isom s stories are tied to the Southern Way of Life, a culture in which he grew up that assumed an inflexible
white superiority represented by Jim Crow laws, laws that his father, a Greyhound Bus driver, was obligated to
enforce in the face of a rising reaction by his African American riders that he neither understood nor tolerated.
Isom s early adolescent views, shaped by his father s frustrations, are thrown into stark contrast as he is drawn
to the positive influence of Helen and Vern Miller, a young couple from the Far North who moved onto his paper
route, bringing with them alien ideas completely out of step with his own culture and teachings. Even though
the Millers views would clash with his own, they quickly became his favorite customers. Each Saturday they
opened their door to him at collection time, inviting him in to politely discuss and debate the day s issues.
Through the Millers progressive approach to the growing racial unrest in Birmingham in the mid-to late-1950s,
the young Isom gradually learned, in a series of fits and starts, advances and setbacks,...
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