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family members in England by Sir John and Lady Hope Simpson (familiarly known as Quita). It recalls in vivid
detail the terrible decade of the 1930s. The reader relives the era through the eyes of a couple who had a unique
and informed perspective on events in Newfoundland and Labrador. Sir John Hope Simpson was a man of
wide international experience and exceptional administrative ability. His correspondence is candid and direct -
that of an insider. Quita's letters reveal a perceptive and inquisitive nature and a pervading social concern.
Both write about their progressive, even utopian, ideas. They travelled extensively in the country, met a wide
range of people, and recorded their experiences in letters that capture the essence of the time. Peter Neary's
edition is based on the collection of Hope Simpson papers at Balliol College, Oxford. His selection from the
Newfoundland correspondence is complemented in the book by maps and photographs. Neary's introduction
lays the groundwork for an understanding of the letters and the milieu of the Hope Simpsons.
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