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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 Excerpt: .scheme to aid Titian to get the money due from the Emperor, and
caused him to send to the Empress the picture of The Annunciation, for which the nuns of Murano had refused
to pay the price of five hundred scudi. Charles returned a present of two thousand scudi, and sent the picture to
Spain, where it disappeared. The details of this shrewd transaction were published in an open letter from
Aretino to Titian. The three Vecelli children were now growing apace, under the care of their aunt Orsa. In
November, Aretino wrote a playful letter to Pomponio Monsignorino, closing thus: It is time that you should
return from the country, where there is no school; and, now that you are twelve years old, you shall write some
exercises in Hebrew, in Greek, and in Latin, which will astonish the doctors, as the pictures astonish TITIAN S
PUNISHMENT. 83 the artists of Italy, which are painted by Messer your father. Standing without a rival in
Northern Italy acknowledged as the prince of colorists, and master of the subtle secret of portraying nature
without revealing his processes, Titian was now entering the full-fruited autumn of his glorious life. The results
of his many years of close study and earnest contemplation were about to be displayed in all their fulness. The
delicate finishing of his earlier pictures was replaced by a grander and freer execution, more impressive in focal
effect, and more realistic in breadth of design. Aretino...
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