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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1902 Excerpt: . the first stars. Anna.--Good-bye. (She goes out with Bianca Maria.) SCJ-
INK IV.--Alessandro remains on the balcony, his back against one of the jambs of the door, still looking at the
country. Leonardo, with his eyes, follows his sister as she leads the blind woman over the threshold. Alessandro.-
-What is that fire over there upon the summit of Larissa? Look! One, two, three fires. Another fire there below
Lycone. Do you see? Do you see the columns of smoke? They seem motionless. Not a breath of air stirring. What
an endless calm! It is one of the most beautiful and most solemn nights that | have ever witnessed. (A pause.
Leonardo approaches his friend, places a hand upon his shoulder with a fraternal gesture and remains silent.)
Look at the color and the lines of the mountains against the sky! Every time | look at them in the evening, | feel
for a moment a spontaneous adoration toward their divinity. In no other land does one feel as in this, that there
is something sacred in the view of distant mountains. Is it not so? Leonardo (in an altered voice).--It is true. One
must pray to the mountains, they are pure. Alessandro.--How pure they are to-night! They seem to be made of
sapphire. Arachnaeus only is still red; its top is always the last to go out. But what are those fires? They multiply,
they spread over the hills, down to the plain. Look below Larissa...
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