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inevitable, change that came to substitute the tax for the miscellaneous methods of voluntary systems. Thus the
notion of taxation for schools grew out of the methods of voluntary systems when social demands showed the
necessity of a reconstruction and of a dependence upon more reliable and constant sources. With the rise of
state systems the income of permanent school funds figured as an important item in the funds of school
support. In this respect it seems as if taxation were an expression of effort harmonizing the two aspects of
responsibility for the education of youth; the activity of the state, expressed in the growth and development of
the permanent funds, and the interest of local communities expressed in benefactions, gifts, tuition,
appropriations, and so forth. Taxation has had a vital meaning in relation to both aspects of support. Each
state made its own evaluations of the various available sources of support but taxation finally came to be
appreciated as the backbone of such support. The objection to taxation, --and considered a fundamental one, -
-that education was a private benefit and as such should be supported by those receiving the benefits, was
formidable and effective for a long time and has not been fully met by popular sentiment even yet. That wealth
should be taxed for the education of the children of the citizens was a principle felt to be incompatible with
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