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gencies from all hazards, whether natural or man-made. Prior
to the creation of the Department of Homeland Security ( DHS )
in 2003, FEMA was an independent agency responsible for
coordi-nating and administering, on behalf of the President, the
Federal Governments assistance to States and local
governments whose citizens and communities are affected by
disasters. Since 2003, when the agency was subsumed into DHS,
FEMAs ability to per-form its emergency management mission
and provide disaster as-sistance has deteriorated sharply.
Congress has enacted changes on several occasions to bolster
FEMAs role within DHS, most comprehensively in the Post-
Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006 ( Post-
Katrina 1 Act ). These legislative solutions have not sufficiently
improved FEMAs ability to make independent and timely
decisions, to exer-cise full authority and control over resources,
and to successfully operate within the DHS structure as a distinct
Federal entity re-sponsible for emergency management. By
removing FEMA from the...
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