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change, just as they changed through child and youth development. As children and youth undergo
development and emerge differently as a result of their development, so seniors undergo development and
emerge differently as a result of their development. Age-able is what an aging senior can do; age-disabled is
what a senior cannot do. Age-ability covers a wide field of human functioning, including physical, mental and
emotional activities. Assessment of age-ability should include perception, sensation, cognition, and responses to
these in regards to behaviours or activities of daily living. And, as mentioned, in particular behaviours and
activities that are intimately associated with self-concept, identity and self-esteem for it precisely these that
adapt and develop as a human personality undergoes adaptation and development due to seniors aging. At the
time when seniors most rapidly lose their capacity to develop and adapt, they must take up significant and
critical life changing developmental challenges. Building on concepts from the work of Wolf Wolfensberger
(Normalization Principle and Social Role Valorization) and Urie Bronfenbrenner (Ecology of Human
Development), Emergent Seniors heralds a new age of old age. Seniors and their care givers are introduced to
a framework for affirmation of old age through development of new behaviours of daily living. The ESAF
attends to the person s strengths, as they are and feeds those strengths to enable seniors to achieve their
present actual potential based on their actual capacities and functionalities. The prevailing approach to care
for the aged is to feed weaknesses, that is: dysfunction, disability, disintegration, disease and illness. The ESAF
focuses especially on those changes thatimpact on...
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