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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS Background The use of water as a dust suppressant was allowed by the Federal
Grain Inspection Service ( FGIS ) in an amendment to the Weighing Provisions and Procedures of the United
States Grain Standards Act permitting the application of additives to grain for the purpose of controlling fungi,
suppressing dust, and identifying grain. Federal Register, 1987b The final rule, published in the Federal Register
March 4, 1987, provided grain handlers with a partial exemption from the ruling by the Federal Food and Drug
Administration ( FDA ) that grain was deemed to be adulterated if any substance has been added thereto or
mixed or packed therewith so as to increase its bulk or weight, or reduce its quality or strength, or make it
appear better or of greater quality than it is. Food and Drug Administration, 1979 Research and commercial
tests had demonstrated that the application of water was effective in controlling dust. However, the ruling
created the potential for abuse because it relied on motive, and motive could not be clearly ascertained. The
use of water for dust control raised objections from many sources and eventually led to an FGIS ruling that
prohibited the use of water on grain. The FGIS ruling which permitted elevators to use water and oil additives as
a means for dust control was based on a concern over the increased number of dust explosions in grain
handling facilities in the late 1970s. While the technology of liquid additives was adopted by several elevators,
objections from foreign buyers encouraged several export elevators to seek alternate methods of dust control,
and by October, 1993 only a few firms were still using the practice. FGIS, Office of Inspector...
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